
 

INTERGENERATIONAL NEIGHBORHOOD IN SWITZERLAND	  
 
Location: Coldrerio, Switzerland  
Client: Fondazione Casa San Rocco  
Program: New neighborhood, elderly home, Alzheimer center, apartments for elderly, 
ambulatory, social services, multifunctional center, kindergarten 
Size: 8.882 m2  
Status: 5th prize, invited competition 
Architects: NORD Architects  
 
NORD took place as number 5 out of the 105 teams in the Swiss competition for a new 
Intergenerational Neighborhood. The neighborhood includes care homes, a children’s daycare and 
a multipurpose center. In an architectural perspective, in the case of Casa san Rocco, we sought to 
create a new kind of typology, which is in-between the traditional care home and a “real” home. 
 
Introduction 
In a society where the younger generation embrace the concept of individuality and the number of 
elderly people is constantly growing, the gap between generations is becoming wider. In a society 
where loneliness has become a social disease and the idea of community can be found more in the 
social networks than in the real life, it is necessary to conceive an innovative way of living in order 
to improve the quality of life, the safety and the well-being of people of every age. This new 
connection between the lives of such different people will be created following the idea of 
collectivity in the urban space. We wish to apply a holistic way of thinking, which leads to co-
operation and socialization in order to give birth to a new typology of good society and to a 
pleasant and rewarding life for everyone. 
 
The way of thinking 
The Intergenerational Neighborhood creates a new sense of collectivity, mixing people and 
generations. It aims to connect different aged people in order to shape an urban environment with a 
local charachter, inviting and engaging, which can be equally enjoyed by the entire city. 
 
The House is equipped with several facilities open towards the exterior, in order to give life to a 
friendly and flexible space which invites the external world in. Among the other things, this aims to 
arise people´s curiosity and encourage the socialization between them.  
 
It is also important to say that the house works both in the small and the large scale. In the first case 
the aim is to create a situation of well-being in the everyday life for the inhabitants and the 
employees. In the large scale we want to highlight this feeling of collectivity in order to involve the 
local community in the House. 
 
The general idea is to realize a holistic and innovative project, capable of inspiring the future 
generations through a building that mix nursing home, residential and urban open spaces. This will 
be able to create an engaging community that involves people of different ages. 
 
A new typology of institution 
The new Intergenerational Neighborhood shows an innovative and futuristic design, which aims to 
work in the best way for its residents and employees. In the same way it invites people to cooperate 
and it promotes sustainability. The starting point of the project is the desire to create a high quality 
product at an international level. From the architectural point of view, with the new Home for the 
Elderly we want to create a new typology of building that is halfway between a nursing home and a 
house. We want to challenge and rethink the traditional concept of institution, giving to it a 
completely new form, working in a different frame from the traditional one. The project introduces 
a new concept of health, which transforms the building aiming to create a space built according to 
the real needs of patients. In particular, this transformation in Casa san Rocco operates on several 
levels. Architecture must break down the big scale in favor of a more human one. The health 
system has to be perceived as accesible to the citizen. The construction must be identifiable and 
sustainable, recognizable and welcoming. In the same way, functional and technical synergies have 
to be implemented through cooperation between the different services. 



 

I order to achieve these targets and to create a customized project with high qualities, it is necessary 
to have the full availabitlity of the residents, users and staff in their daily lives. Also, it is 
foundamental to look beyond the horizon and identify hidden potentials. With our work, we have 
tried to design a place that is efficient when built as well as after after many years. 
 
The Elderly home 
The departments of the eledrly home are organized around three large courtyards, characterized by 
plants and trees of various kinds, which guarantee the constant presence of vegetation in each 
season and bring the nature inside the building. They also allow a constant lightng of the spaces 
helping to create a nice relaxing atmosphere, and to connect the outside with the inside. In addition 
to the private rooms, which can be personalized by residents, the circulation is equipped with 
common spaces of different sizes together with smaller niches where the inhabitants can stop to 
socialize or watch other people´s activities at the different levels and in the courtyards. In this way 
the hallway become active and multifunctional, suitable for formal and informal meetings, that 
encourage the socialization and the creation of new communities inside the house. 
 
The Alzheimer Center 
The Alzheimer Center is oranized as a separate unit altough it is still connected to the overall 
circulation flow. In particulr, it is charachterized by a big circular path that cross the interior 
courtyard and continue in the external part. In that way the patients can experience different point 
of views, with the ossibility of enjoy different scenarios both inside and outside.  
 
The active ground floor 
The public facilities of the House are placed on the ground floor. This looks like an indoor 
covered plaza with several entrances which together with the three courtyards create a living 
public space, a meeting area with shops, cafè, internet point and other spaces for different 
encounters and social meetings. Moreover, the ground floor opens up to the exterior through 
the big plaza which connects the city with the new Intergenerational neighborhood.  
 
Directly facing the square are the commercial and retail spaces, while public but more discrete 
programs face the beautiful park that the site offered.  
 
The Landscape 
The landscape surrounding the house is characterized by several meeting places spread into the 
green. The surrounding can be divided in three different areas realized according the needs of the 
inhabitants. The big terrace on the roof is a space that can be shared by both the public and the 
patients, it can host several activities, and it is directly connected to the polyvalent center.  
 
The big park is the public space which can be enjoyed by the community, and it is characterized by 
numerous wooden where people can meet and socialize. It is also a fundamental green area for the 
kindergarten and the exiting school, which can both benefit of it. Finally, the Alzheimer garden is 
situated on a higher level, in order to assure security and peace to the patients. It is designed with 
two circular paths surrounded by lush vegetation and flowers which guarantee a new pleasant 
sensorial experience to the inhabitants.  
 













C7 outdoor spaces



Il cortile interno permette tramite ventilazione naturale di creare un effetto camino e spingere l’aria calda verso l’alto.

I pannelli solari collocati sulle falde della copertura esposte a Sud contribuiscono positivamente al bilancio del consumo energetico. 
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Sensori di temperatura per la regolazione del comfort interno. 3

Raccolta delle acque piovane e successivo utilizzo per irrigazione delle zone verde e ricambio d’acqua dei servizi igienici.4

La copertura piana è trattata a verde, questo permette un miglior controllo del microclima interno e minimizza l’effetto delle isole di calore. L’uso di verde locale garantisce una buona biodiversità.  5

L’utilizzo di illuminazione artificiale è ridotto grazie ad un elevato numero di aperture che permettono alla luce naturale di entrare nell’edificio. L’illuminazione artificiale è controllata da sensori in modo da ridurre gli sprechi energetici. 6

La scelta dimateriali resistenti e di alta qualità riduce i costi di manutenzione.7

La ventilazione naturale permette in ogni stanza di avere il giusto comfort interno. 8
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Ogni stanza ha pannelli in legno, controllabili manualmente che permettono di evitare il surriscaldamento interno nei periodi estivi. 

La presenza di lucernari permette alla luce naturale di raggiungere anche le parti interrate della struttura.

La ventilazione meccanica permette il controllo della temperatura e della qualità dell’aria interna.
È utilizzata sia per il riscaldamento che per il raffrescamento. Per sfruttare al pieno l’energia è presente un sistema di recupero di calore per il riscaldamento dell’acqua calda sanitaria.

La centralizzazione dei locali tecnici permette un efficiente distribuzione, con ridotte perdite di pressione e quindi di consumo di energia. 

Un buon isolamento della struttura minimizza la perdita di calore interno durante l’inverno e allo stesso tempo previene il surriscaldamento nei periodi estivi. 

Nel parco sono presenti piante locali che garantiscono una buona biodiversità e un ottimo microclima.

Concorso quartiere intergenerazionale 2. fase
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