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The project promotes sustainable urban growth and resilience in Vietnam through a 
combination of institutional capacity building, policy development and concrete local 
implementation. It will be implemented by UN-Habitat in close collaboration with competent 
ministries and selected cities. 
Accelerating urbanization in Vietnam presents economic and social opportunities, but also 
challenges, e.g. increasing income disparity, informal development, lack of basic infrastructure 
services and decent housing, health problems as well as environmental degradation. Cities thus 
face the challenge of being ‘fit for purpose’ as they struggle to support sustainable, inclusive 
economic growth and remain resilient. Consequently, Vietnamese cities need effective urban 
planning and management. 

Overall goal The main goal of this project is to strengthen 
capacities of national and local institutions to 
promote, plan and implement innovative and 
participatory solutions for sustainable 
development in Vietnamese cities. 
It will do this by: 
a) Strengthening the Institute for Urban 
Development Management (IUDM) for it to be able 
to build capacities of national and subnational 
authorities, 
b) Supporting integrated urban policies and 
regulations, and 
c) Piloting innovative urban development solutions. 

By fostering participatory planning approaches 
directly involving the concerned population, the 
project will generate tangible improvements for 
women and under-privileged groups. Moreover, it 
will also focus on how Vietnamese cities can better 



Outcomes 

Key outputs 

prepare for and cope with climate change and 
external shocks. 

This will allow the Vietnamese government to fulfill 
its international commitments on sustainable 
cities, such as the SDGs and the New Urban 
Agenda. 

◾ The capacity of national and sub-national 
authorities to drive sustainable urban 
development has improved. 

◾ Policy and legal frameworks promote integrated 
and participative urban planning and 
management. 

◾ Three pilot projects contribute to the 
introduction of innovative approaches, 
promoting cross-sectoral strategic planning and 
participatory urban development.

◾ Enabling of the IUDM to provide quality training 
courses and technical advice in a largely self-
sustaining manner. 

◾ Supporting IUDM to establish a wide network of 
national an international partners. 

◾ Strengthening of national and local 
platforms/mechanisms to support the 
development and implementation of urban 
development-related decrees, circulars and 
studies under the National Planning Law. 

◾ Contributing to the development and 
implemention of conceptually and technically 
solid urban laws and sub-laws. 

◾ Supporting pilots in three different cities on 
innovative urban development solutions in 
areas such as a) land pooling and readjustment; 
b) community development and resilience, and 
c) ICT for urban planning and governance 

◾ Creating/strengthening mechanisms for 
dissemenitation of pilot results to ensure drive 
potential replication and establish feedback 
loops to national policy and regulation.
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