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Piscina Mirabilis is a Roman reservoir built by Emperor Augus-
tus in the 1st century AD, in order to feed with drinking water 
the headquarter of his western Mediterranean war fleet. It was 
dug out a tuff hill, and it is based on a regular grid of pillars and 
arcs, with vaulted ceilings.
Participants of this competitions are asked to reuse this space 
as a Contemporary Art Museum.
Is it possible to bring life back inside one of the most impor-
tant reservoirs of the ancient world?
The answer to this question is in the hands of the architects, 
the engineers and the students who will participate to this 
competition.

Brief
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The Competition

2.

History

Piscina Mirabilis is in the Municipality of Bacoli, close to Lake 
Miseno (the ancient Misenum), over a hill which faces the Bay 
of Naples. It was realized during the Augustan Age. During 
the war with Pompeius, in fact, the son of Caesar ordered the 
construction of a harbour complex in the west side of Puteoli 
(Pozzuoli), named Portus Julius, which became the headquar-
ter of the western Mediterranean war fleet. In order to feed 
with water the militar base, Augustus decided to build an aque-
duct from the Serino mountain to the Lake Miseno, which had, 
as terminal point of the path, a reservoir, today well known as 
Piscina Mirabilis.
For more informations, refer to the “Historical Report”.
(from: “The greatest water reservoirs in the ancient Roman 
world and the “Piscina Mirabilis” in Misenum, by G. De Feo, S. 
De Gisi, C. Malvano and O. De Biase)

Site description

Climate: warm and temperate. Winter is rainy, and summer is 
warm and dry. The annual mean temperature is 15.7 °C.
Latitude: 43° 49’ 6.348’’ N
Longitude: 10° 24’ 57.888’’ E
Altitude: Piscina Mirabile is on a moderate hill on the east side 
of Lago Miseno, at an elevation of around 15 m.
Precipitation: on average, the area experiences 7 rain days per 
month. The mean annual precipitation is 1008 mm.

Program

- The participant must conceive the entire cistern as a new 
museum, a space dedicated to temporary exhibitions of con-
temporary art. The museum design must include an accurate 
exhibition path to let the visitor experience the cistern space.

- The participant must design a bookshop at the end of the 
museum exhibition path.



- The participant must design an area for bar/restaurant for the 
visitors. 

- The participant must design a conference space for approxi-
mately 80 people. These spaces must be usable both in winter 
and in summer. In the conference space, please, consider no 
less than 1,5 square meters per person.

- The participant must design a reception area.

- The participant must design the following additional spaces:
1) storage spaces
2) restrooms (2m+2f )
3) an office for the administration (3 people)

- The participant must conceive a project that yields the per-
ception of the cistern space at diverse elevations.

- Static aspects of the existing structure, the parking issue, the 
accessibility (elevator, ramps, ect...) can be ignored.

- The participant can evaluate the use of water as both an archi-
tectural element and a Roman legacy for the cistern space.
(Using water in the proposal is not compulsory)

- We encourage participants to arbitrarily pick up one or more 
artist and show their work inside the space. Artist’s choice is 
arbitrary and will be ignored in terms of valuation.

Download

All the documents provided to the participants can be found at 
www.reuseitaly.com. It is composed by: photographic report, 
CAD drawings, textual reports. All the documents were pre-
pared, organized, collected and published by Re-Use Italy for 
the sole and only aim of this Ideas Competition, and it can be 
used only for this purpose. Any usage of this material outside 
this Ideas Competition is forbidden. 

Activity supervisors

The activity supervisors are Andrea Crudeli, Giulio Fazio and 
Leonardo Magursi.



Jury members will assign 3 awards and 7 honorable mentions, 
which will all be exposed during the competition exhibition.

First prize:
3500 EURO Prize Pool:
First Prize: 2500 EUR
Second Prize: 600 EUR
Third Prize: 400 EUR

Exhibition

Winners, honorable mentions, and other selected projects will 
be shown during an Exhibition in Bacoli (Naples),  probably in 
Villa Cerillo,  mid-July 2020 (exact dates are not yet selected). 

Publications

All the admitted design entries will be published on the web-
site www.reuseitaly.com.
The organization will make an effort to give the maximum 
visibility on web and paper magazines to winning projects and 
honorable mentions. However, the actual publication abides 
exclusively in the relationship between Re-use Italy and edi-
tors.

Notes

The competition is an ideas competition and will not be built. 
Entries submitting and/or final winning of the competition 
does not constitute any kind of professional commitment 
between the participant and any of the organizers.
Intellectual property of the property remains to the creator. 
Reuse Italy reserves the rights to publish and promote the pro-
jects with freedom of formats, dimensions and layout.

Results
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Jury

Jury members will be:
- Filipe Magalhães Ana Luisa Soares & Ahmed Belkhodja (Fala 
Atelier)
- Xu Tiantian (DNA Architecture)
- Peter Guthrie (The Bounday)
- Francesco Garofalo (OpenFabric)
- Lorenzo Catena Onorato di Manno & Andrea Tanci (SET 
Architects)
- Diego Hernandez (Archdaily)
- Carmelo Rodríguez & Rocío Pina (Enorme Studio)
- Federica Sofia Zambeletti (KooZ/arch)
- Fenrnando Guerra (Ultimas Reportagens)

Evaluation criteria

Jury members will evaluate the design entries on individual 
and incontestable judgment, by giving a grade on each of the 
following categories:
A – Design quality on territorial scale: capacity of the proposed 
design to show a relaunching role for the cistern at the territo-
rial scale (max 10 points)
B – Architectonical quality and relationship with the exist-
ence: capacity of the proposed design to relate with the ruin 
at the architectonical scale, accuracy in the method and in the 
conception of the monumental role of the renovation project. 
(max 10 points)
C – Adherence to the requested principles: observance of pre-
scribed functions and objectives, and evaluation of the capaci-
ty of the design to bring the citizenry together. (max 10 points)

Moreover, each jury member will have the right to choose 3 
honorable entries, which will receive 5 additional points to the 
total score resulting from the summation of the 3 categories.
If, for any reason, one or more members of the jury should be 
unable to proceed to the evaluation process, these members 
will be replaced with other members, chosen by Re-use Italy.

Evaluation process
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All competition related questions can be sent to the address 
info@reuseitaly.com. Answers will be published on re-use Italy 
website at the scheduled date. Each question that will be sent 
after the deadline will be ignored.

Q&A
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19 February: Opening of the Early Registration

20 March: Opening of the Regular Registration

10 April: Release of the Q&A 

24 April: Opening of the Late Registration

19 June: Submission deadline

7 July: Results

Mid July: Exhibition of the projects

All deadlines are meant to be at 23.59 (GMT +1; Rome) of the 
prescribed day.

Schedule
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Participation requirements

This ideas competition is open to anyone older than 18 years. 
It’s up on participants if competing alone or group in teams of 
maximum 4 people. For teams, the listed registration fee refers 
to the total amount of the team. People with professionals or 
parental relationships with jury members and people involved 
in the competition organization are not allowed to participate, 
not individually neither as a team.

Registration process

Registration and entries submissions take place on 
www.reuseitaly.com/join-it
 following these 3 steps.
1) Be sure to have read and understood the rules of the com-
petition (this document) where every useful information is 
listed, and pay the registration fee. The fee is intended to cover 
the organization costs.
2) Fill the registration form on re-use Italy website, where you 
can enter your personal information and the team code, and 
you checkout for the registration fee. 
3) Send the design proposal in the upload form on the same 
page (from May 1st). You will receive a confirmation email 
after submission. For refund policy, please read the chapter 9.

Registration

7.



In order to avoid any kind of connection between participant 
identities and the design proposal, participants must define an 
alphanumeric code (teamID) composed by 2 letter and 4 num-
bers, for a total of 6 digits (non-case sensitive). The teamID 
will be chosen randomly by the participant while filling out the 
registration form.

Design submission material

1 sheet – A1 format (841mm x 594 mm) – PDF format (max size 
10 mb), portrait orientation. The sheet must contain:

-  the alphanumeric code (teamID) on the top right corner;
- description of design idea;
- plan at 1:250 scale;
- a photo match of the design proposal into the existing build-
ing;
- a text that explains the design idea. 
- any other element or composition on participant choice

File name: A1_teamID.pdf (i.e. if the teamID is AB1234, file 
name will be: A1_AB1234.pdf )

Registration form

To proceed to registration, the participant must fill out a 
registration form, located on www.reuseitaly.com/join-it. The 
registration form contains personal data information of the 
individual participant or of members of the group, and a mod-
ule where the participant must place the teamID alphanumeric 
code.

Design proposal Requirements
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Language

The official language of this competition is English.

Anonymity

Participant names must get to the organizers separately from 
the design submission. In the design submission will only be 
indicated the alphanumeric code (teamID) as listed in chapter 
8.

Refund

Participant can obtain a refund of the sole registration fee if he 
decides to renounce to competition participation by  the end 
of the regular registration period. After that period, under no 
circumstances the participant can ask for a refund. 
The registration fee for this competition cannot be used for 
other competitions by Re-Use Italy

Copyright and project intellectual ownership

Intellectual property of the project is left entirely to the cre-
ator. Re-use Italy will keep the right to publish and promote 
the design on their own discretion for format, size and layout. 
Participant can promote its project own his own wish, inform-
ing about Re-Use Italy as competition organizer.

Results notification

All winning participants will be notified via email.

Disqualification 

Design entries will be disqualified in case of:

Rules
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- Any kind of communication to the jury members about this 
competition.

- Any design entries that will be sent after submission dead-
line.

- Appearance of any logo, trademark or element that allow to 
identify the participant from the design proposal.

- Publishing of the design proposal before the end of the com-
petition.

- Being in professional relationship or familiarities (till the 
second grade) with the jury members and/or the organizers.

Conditions

- By sending the design entry, each participant agrees to every 
part of this document, and the final decision of the jury.

- Urbanistic rules and obligation can be neglected and will not 
be applied to the design entries.

- Re-Use Italy reserve the right to suspend or modify the 
schedule at any time, if deemed necessary by the organizers or 
if unpredictable circumstances will arise.

- Winning participant will be asked to verify their identity by 
sending their identity document.

- Participant undertake not to take legal action against Re-Use 
Italy about this competition.



Re-use Italy, head office in Via del Mezzetta 2P, 50135 Florence 
- Italy, according to art. n°13 of Decreto Legislativo 196/2003 
(Privacy Regulations), as the data controller, informs partici-
pants that personal data listed in the registration form will be 
used by Re-use Italy Cultural Project for communication about 
the competition. Personal data, which represent fundamental 
information in order to proceed with the activities and ser-
vices, will be filed on digital support. According to art. n°7 of 
Decreto Legislativo 196/2003, participants can ask at any time 
to Re-use Italy to cancel or update the personal data, which are 
necessary for the participation to the competition. The elim-
ination of the above-mentioned personal data will cause the 
impossibility to proceed to the required submission steps.

Privacy
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For general questions, you can write to the organizers at: 

info@reuseitaly.com

For any competition-related question, participant must use 
the Q&A procedure.
For question about registration, submission, and payment 
methods, organizers will answer till submission deadline.

Contacts
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www.reuseitaly.com

Save the ruin, re-use it!

Thanks for your participation!


